A 30-year-old-man who had low-grade intermittent fever and occasional vomiting of 2 months duration, presented with acute onset of complete weakness of both lower limbs and urinary retention. There was no family history or past history of tuberculosis. Examination revealed right 6th nerve palsy, marked neck rigidity and positive Kernig's sign. The patient had paraparesis with power 0/5 on the MRC scale. His bladder was distended and was palpable in the suprapubic region. Deep tendon reflexes were brisk in the lower limbs. Both plantars were extensor, and abdominal and cremastric reflexes were not elicitable. He had loss of all forms of sensations below the umbilicus; power in the upper limbs was normal.

